MARSHAL   NET
another throw with the Tsar, whose menace implied a
more baffling quality than that of his German ally. And
during this time Napoleon moved two symbols as record
of the latter*s downfall: the stone of defeat from the
plains of Rossbach, and Frederick's sword from his tomb
in the Garrison Church. He might have performed
something of more lasting value had he -wiped Prussia,
once and for all, from the map of Europe.
The Grand Army began its march to Posen with Ney's
corps in the second line. There was no opposition, the
nearest remaining Prussians being quartered at Thorn,
and Ney and his staff travelled in coaches ahead of the
column. From Posen, occupied on November i5th,
the advance continued to the banks of the Vistula, a
way of forests and barely discernible roads made worse
by the vilest weather and desolate condition of the troops.
Thinned by dysentery, the ranks had no other diet but
water and potatoes, uniforms were ragged, and boots
could only be held to the feet with cording.
The ist Division of Ney's corps -was opposite Thorn
by December 4th. Although the Prussians soon evacu-
ated there was some difficulty in crossing, the bridge
having been partly demolished, while drifting ice crowded
the way of boats. A general gathering of Ney's force
in the vicinity was prolonged till December i5th, and
three days later he was sent to control the region on
the left of the Grand Army whose main position, to the
north of Warsaw, was in line with the Russian advance
under Bennigsen.
On the z6th he encountered an offshoot of the Prussian
retirement at Soldau, and sent it flying. But the terrible
roads, added to the state of his corps, made it impossible
to follow up the movement, and a rest was called in the
districts of Mlawa and Niedenburg. By then his com-
mand had been reduced to 10,000, which reflected the
wholesale declining of the total Grand Army to about
100,000. This marked a loss through battle, sickness, and
privation of nearly half its effectives.
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